WEEKLY WEATHER 


Al 
a(002.01N 
al NY EAA 
art YA) AND CROP BULLETIN 
\ Qi! bas Wirt Y 
y 9 QW 


OF COMMERCE 








Washington, D.C. October 14, 1992 


U.S. DEPARTMENT U.S. DEPARTMENT 


OF AGRICULTURE 


National Oceanic and National Agricultural 
Atmospheric Administration, Statistics Service and 
National Weather Service World Agricultural Outlook Board 





























TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 


OCT 4-10, 1992 


‘0 
YZ) wearer won 2 moves 
RSS] cnearer Ta 4 exes [2222] no precwrrarion 


C2} 0 NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY gored on protininory"ort 





HIGHLIGHTS 


October 4 - 10, 1992 


A winter-like storm drew sub-freezing cold into northern 
Texas and produced snow as far south as Kansas. The 
storm later dropped heavy rain on the already-soaked 
Southeast. Early in the week, a strong low pressure 
center crossed the Southeast, resulting in extensive 
minor flooding. Storm-total rainfall reached 8 inches 
in Jacksonville, FL, and 4 inches in Charlotte, NC. As 
the storm drifted into the Atlantic, gusty winds and high 
. surf buffeted the middle and southern Atlantic coast. 
Wave heights reached 20 feet at Diamond Shoals near Cape 
Hatteras, NC. Meanwhile, a Pacific storm crossed the 
west coast, helping firefighters to contain a 24,500-acre 
fire in El Dorado County, CA, near Lake Tahoe. The fire 
had forced closure of a 52-mile stretch of U.S. Route 50. 
But the storm also brought a taste of winter to the 
western half of the Nation. On Wednesday, lows of 13°F 
(Continued to p. 31) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


October 10, 1992 
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CROP MOISTURE: DRY 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE, 
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO 


WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGIN- EXCESSIVELY 
AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. ORY 





























USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. - b) 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW - 
ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FAVORABLY 

FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA- MOIST 

TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE 

THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY ee w37 an . 
BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX on preliminary report 














CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


October 10, 1992 


CINDEX VALUES ARE IN TENTHS, EXAMPLE: 37*3.7) 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal(°F) 


OCT 4-10, 1992 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature(°F) 


OCT 4-10, 1992 
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MAR 1-OCT 10,1992 
1ses a f 219 

laste 3114 } 2338 

2cs—__ 3497 27 | 
3179 3281\ 2488 2332 2477 | 2078 2117 

ay, 26268 Woe 

y ee | \ 

2642( { ecrs 2834 


2336 «= 2236 ae 

——eetey 2168) / 
2018 

aaa 228 56 


3426 wv 
2516—_ 


256g 2781 2636 


piak?®" pe18 e297 i ne 
2009 evra | #572 —sigg 2478, ,) 2564 Bs eons an 
—e7sa~__ 27370458529) onda’ aaje 
pore tae ‘ee0n Ske a 2 


7 2942 - : 
[~~ 2389 : 


—< az 
3094-3816 | Cr aye ™ 
13 } | 
2892 se9145n0° 3190 | p’ 3108 8 sa¢7 ’ / af s 
ae: ; } 
3683 36868 ee ‘ 3438 \ \ae18, 2 7 | 37 
3121 333 laggy 2 Pe aoe o51 3616 
woes 3649 ggg 8873082, S8TEMOS 3443 _- - 
aqp8 ~~ 381neS9 2 


p ex 403786 
- ig 3737 7" ae ap 
2448 ja 


"4164 3988 gage 4348 
3653 3481 aT Oe aaa 0007 ~ 4882 
3897 


3866 | 4362 4438 _4784~—_ 4858 
6363 4642 
3842 


j a 8 - 4 
4409 4484 4750 L 868 
128 HN 2 ? 
see2_ 4962 4344498 


S461 
5568 SS64 
_ 5778 





CORN 


Computed to 50°F base with daily 
maximum temperature limited to 


86°F or less, and daily minimum to 53 NOAAZUSDA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
50°F or more. 
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GROWING DEGREE DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
MAR 1-OCT 18,1992 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending October 10, 1992 
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Based on 1951-80 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 10, 1992 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 10, 1992 
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September Weather in 


On a national basis, September 1992 was dry with 
normal temperatures. Precipitation was the 31st 
lowest since 1895 (fig. 1), with the westernmost 
regions noting extreme dryness (table 1). The 
national average temperature of 65.2°F matched 
the normal value (fig. 2), although the South- 
western States were quite hot and the Central 
States were rather cool. 


Two regions (East North Central and Central) 
recorded temperatures in the coldest third of 
the September rankings along with wet conditions 
(table 1). Conversely, the West (21st warmest, 
8th driest) and Southwest (23rd warmest, 5th 
driest) regions had warmer-than-normal weather 
accompanied by extreme dryness. The Southwest 
received adequate to surplus moisture in 
previous months, but the West region (CA and NV) 
officially concluded its sixth water year 
(October 1 - September 30) of drought. 


Figure 1 
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National Climatic Data Center, NOAA 


TABLE 1. TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION RANKINGS FOR 
SEPTEMBER 1992, BASED ON THE PERIOD 1895-1992. 


1 = DRIEST/COLDEST, 98 = WETTEST/HOTTEST. 


PRECIPITATION TEMPERATURE 





63 
80 
70 


36 
24 
22 


EAST NORTH CENTRAL 
CENTRAL 


SOUTHEAST a4 
WEST NORTH CENTRAL 26 
SOUTH 33 


45 
50 
48 


SOUTHWEST ~ 
NORTHWEST 30 
WEST 8 


76 
38 
78 
NATIONAL 


31 51 


Historical Perspective 


As the growing season and harvest wind down in 
upcoming weeks, focus will turn to the drought- 
ravaged Western and Northwestern States. 
California, because of its population of more 
than 30 million and extensive agriculture, is 
traditionally the most closely watched State. 
The California rainy season typically begins 
during October and ends during April, with a 
rainfall maximum in January. 


Precipitation during the drought 
1986, to date) in California has been 
approximately three-quarters of the 98-year 
normal value. Water years 1988 and 1992 were the 
"wettest" during the drought, with precipitation 
slightly above 80 percent of normal (fig. 3). 
Water year 1987 was the driest of the 6 years (and 
fourth driest on record), with 60 percent of the 
normal accumulation. 


(October 1, 


Figure 2 
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Figure 3 


CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE PRECIPITATION 
OCTOBER-SEPTEMBER, 1895-1992 
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS (Base 65° F) 
September 1992 
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INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
SAINT CLOUD 
GREENWOOD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
CAPE GIRARDEAU 
COLUMBIA 
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National Agricultural Summary 


October 5 - 11, 1992 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


Soybean harvest progressed well although 


a major midweek system brought precipitation across 


the central Plains. 
crop development, 


Heavy rains over much 


delayed field activities. 


SMALL GRAINS: Favorable conditions allowed 
winter wheat seedings to remain slightly ahead 
of last year. Seeding reached 75 percent (%) 
complete in the 19 major producing States, 
compared with 74% last year and 72% for the 5- 
year average. Seeding progress, while still 
behind normal in the Mississippi and Ohio 
Valleys, made substantial progress. Oats 
harvest was still active in New York and Maine. 
Oats and barley seeding was delayed by rains in 
the southeast. 


CORN: Corn harvest advanced slightly but 
remained behind last year’s pace in 16 of the 17 
major States. Harvest was 16% complete in the 
17 major producing States, compared with 62% 
last year and 48% average. Eighty-two percent 
of the crop was fully mature, compared with 97% 
last year and 91% average. Crop condition 
remained unchanged from last week as cool 
temperatures continued to hinder the crop. 


SOYBEANS : Relatively good weather in the 
northern producing States allowed the harvest to 
advance rapidly. Rains in the extreme Southeast 
continued to hamper harvest. Harvest was 45% 
complete in the 19 major States, 10 percentage 
points behind last year and 6 points behind the 
average. Leaves were dropping on 89% of the 
acreage, compared with 90% last year and 88% 
average. Crop condition ratings continued 
mostly fair in Louisiana, Minnesota, and South 
Carolina, and good in the other major States. 


COTTON: Dry weather, across the West, through 
the western Gulf States, allowed the cotton 
harvest to advance. Twenty-seven percent of the 
crop was harvested, compared to 32% last year 
and 31% average. Cotton boll openings were 
reported on 71% of the acreage, compared to 78% 
last year and average. Cool weather has hindered 
the crop in Texas and Oklahoma, while rains in 
the southeast have delayed harvest in the 
Southern Atlantic Coast States. 


SORGHUM: Continued cool weather over the major 
sorghum-producing areas delayed crop progress. 
Only 66% of the crop is rated mature, compared 
to 90% last year and 85% average. Maturity was 
behind in the Great Plains but normal elsewhere. 
Sorghum harvest, also, was well behind last 
year’s pace. Thirty-six percent of the crop was 
harvested, compared to 61% last year and 50% 
average. Harvest was well underway in Texas, 
but well behind normal in Kansas and Nebraska. 


RICE: Rice harvest was completed in Texas, 
ahead of normal in the other major 
States. Acreage was 92% harvested, 
81% last year and 82% average. 


but 
producing 
compared to 


Cool weather continued to delay 
especially in 
of the 


the Ohio Valley. 
Southeast further 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Sugar beet harvest advanced 
in the Rocky Mountains, Great Plains, and Pacific 
Northwest, while planting continued in Cali- 
fornia. Fall potato harvest advanced across the 
Central, Northern, and Western States. Harvest 
was over 80% completed in Maine, Idaho, Michigan, 
Minnesota, and North Dakota. Dry bean harvest 
continued, though harvest was behind average in 
Michigan, Minnesota, and North Dakota. Peanut 
digging continued in the Southeast, Texas, and 
Oklahoma. Harvest was behind schedule in the 
East, near normal in the Gulf, and slightly ahead 
of normal in the Delta. Flax harvest continued 
and sunflower harvest advanced in the North 
Central States. However, progress was behind 
average for both crops. Sweetpotato digging 
continued in the Delta and East. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Lemon harvest advanced in 
western and central Arizona and the California 
desert. Harvest of oranges, tangerines, and 
grapefruit advanced in Florida and continued in 
California. Pistachios were harvested in eastern 
Arizona and continued in California. Pecan 
harvest started in Georgia and continued in 
Texas. Apple picking continued active nation- 
wide. Peach harvest neared completion in the 
Northeast. Cranberry harvest continued in 
Oregon, Washington, New Jersey, and Massachu- 
setts, with ideal harvesting conditions reported 
in Washington. Raisin harvest was completed, 
while juice, wine, and table grape harvests were 
winding down in California. Some frost damage to 
grapes was reported in the Finger Lake region of 
New York. 


VEGETABLES : Melon harvest advanced in central 
Arizona, but had tapered off in California. Onion 
digging neared completion in the Rocky Mountains 
and had advanced in the West Coast States and New 
York. Planting activities increased in Florida, 
with adequate moisture available. The Rio Grande 
Valley crop was irrigated due to lack of rain- 
fall. East Texas winter greens also needed rain. 
Central Valley crops in California progressed 
well. The planting of desert spring crops was 
underway in California. Sweet corn harvest 
advanced in the West. Vegetable harvest neared 
completion in New Jersey and New York. Processing 
tomato harvest neared completion in Ohio. Chile 
harvest advanced in Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Texas. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures across the 
Nation were generaliy in fair to good condition, 
except along the Pacific coast where pastures 
were generally poor. Supplemental feeding was 
used where conditions warranted. Some cattle 
were moved from pastures to feedlots. Livestock 
were generally in good condition nationwide. 
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Crop Progress 


for the Week Ending October 11, 1992 


GRAIN SORGHUM GRAIN SORGHUM COTTON 


(Percent Mature) (Percent Harvested) (Percent Bolls Opening) 
Current Last Wk Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. Current 
100 98 AR 88 AL 
41 32 co 2 AZ 100 
82 74 IL 12 AR 
45 30 KS 5 CA 
100 100 LA 96 GA 
100 100 MS 91 LA 
88 76 MO 32 MS 
72 37 9 NE 5 MO 
68 19 NM 7 NM 
38 33 OK 14 NC 
58 42 sD 0 OK 
83 80 TX 73 sc 
TN 
TX 


Last Wk 


12 States 66 53 } 12 States 31 


Excl. States Excl. States 


14 States 
with NA 66 with NA 36 32 


NA - not available. NA - not available. 


These 14 States produced 99% of the 
These 12 States produced 98% of the These 12 States produced 98% of the 1991 cotton crop. 


1991 grain sorghum crop. 1991 grain sorghum crop. 


CORN CORN COTTON 
(Percent Mature) (Percent Harvested) (Percent Harvested) 


Current Last Wk 1991 Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. 
50 79 co 9 4 li 10 oe maa Last Wk 1991 
100 100 GA 91 85 100 96 po pi ae 
72 100 IL 14 6 86 59 AR 22 9 50 
72 +100 2 IN 12 7 74 42 CA 30 15 5 
84 100 IA 12 8 43 50 GA 9 27 
90 100 99 KS 55 45 85 65 LA 66 54 
85 96 94 KY 45 36 74 60 MS 34 55 
15 97 85 MI 5 3 35 15 MO 17 60 
45 98 98 MN 5 2 45 45 NM 3 1 
88 100 99 MO 37 28 79 70 NC 6 29 
81 100 99 NE 10 5 68 45 OK 7 2 
100 100 100 NC 2 57 83 72 sc 9 28 
65 45 100 74 OH 7 5 59 28 faba 17 53 
37 25 81 61 PA 4 2 «28 14 = 24 2s 
SD 64 45 100 99 SD 6 73 47 4 . 
97 90 98 100 TX 1 79 «87 ~—92 — 32 
wi 4 7 9 wi 1 
' 3 ™ . ” ba These 14 States produced 99% of the 
17 States 82 66 98 95 17 States 16 11 62 48 1991 cotton crop. 
These 17 States produced 94% of the These 17 States produced 94% of the 
1991 corn crop. 1991 corn crop. 


WINTER WHEAT SOYBEANS SOYBEANS 
(Percent Planted) (Percent Dropping Leaves) (Percent Harvested) 


Current Last Wk 1991 . Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. Current Last Wk 1991 
7 15 61 42 63 64 9 2 10 
1 0 0 49 30 44 16 16 
97 96 94 70 55 79 3 7 
4 8 € 98 87 96 68 81 
87 80 72 99 97 93 56 72 
41 10 54 99 96 100 61 61 
16 58 9 90 85 90 5 60 
70 85 64 51 69 16 
40 75 81 59 62 17 
i 6 99 95 98 50 
a ay 99 97 100 71 
- = 69 59 69 18 
18 93 76 84 34 
100 97 99 NE 86 

44 27 39 
OH 98 94 93 OH 
sc 20 13 29 sc 
sD 95 87 100 sD 
TN 61 45 70 ™N 
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19 States 
19 States 89 81 88 19 States 


N 
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These 19 States produced 92% of the These 19 States produced 95% of the These 19 States produced 95% of the 
1991 winter wheat crop. 1991 soybean crop. 1991 soybean crop. 
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RICE 
(Percent Harvested) 


Current Last 
AR 
CA 
LA 
MS 
TX 


5 States : 82 


These 5 States produced 97% of the 
1991 rice crop. 


Crop Condition 


(Percent) 


for the Week Ending October 11, 1992 


SOYBEANS 
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Prev Week 
Prev Year N/A 


Prev Week 
Prev Year N/A 


COTTON GRAIN SORGHUM 


~ 


Prev Week 
Prev Year N/A 
Prev Week 


Prev Year 


VP-Very Poor P-Poor F-Fair 
G-Good EX - Excellent 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop 


Bulletins published 


each Monday by NASS 


State 


Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


: Rainfall 0.02 to 1.60 in. north; 
none. to 1.02 in. central; none to 6.59 in. 
south. Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal north; 
3 to 8° below normal central; 2 to 6° below 
normal south. Lows 33 to 42° north; 34 to 45° 
central; 37 to 46° south. Highs 71 to 79° north; 
16 Ge G2" central; 7& to 61° south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 
moisture 6% short, 88% adequate, 
Corn 83% harvested, 94% 1991, 
48% harvested, 69% 1991, 
good, 3% excellent. 


Dig Oe Soil 
6% surplus. 
89% avg.; Sorghum 
73% avg.; 23% fair, 74% 
Peanuts 74% dug, 88% 1991, 
84% avg.; 64% combined, 80% 1991, 73% avg. 
Pasture 18% fair, 64% good, 18% excellent. 
Livestock 7% fair, 73% good, 20% excellent. 
Primary activities: Harvesting vegetables, hay, 
corn, sorghum, peanuts, cotton; plowing fields 
for small grain seeding; planting small grains, 
marketing cattle; repairing machinery; general 
care of livestock, poultry, catfish. 


ARIZONA: Sunny, warm. 
to 3° above normal. Extremes 24°; 91°, higher 
elevations, 36°; 99° deserts. 

Cotton bolls opening 100%, 96% 1991, 98% avg.; 
harvested 40%, 22%, 22% avg.; 30% fair, 57% 
good, 13% excellent; insects moderate to severe, 
central, west; light to moderate, east; weeds 
light to moderate; Activities included insect 
monitoring, pesticide application, defoliating, 
harvesting, statewide. Alfalfa condition good 
to excellent; weeds, insects light; harvest, 
moderate. Grapefruit harvested west. Lemons 
harvested, west, central. Cantaloupes, water- 
melons, honeydews, green onions harvested, 
central. Apples, pistachio, squash, garlic, 
lettuce, east. Chili peppers harvested central, 
east. 


ARKANSAS : Temperatures below normal, isolated 
thunderstorms, weekend. Extremes 25°; 88°. 
Rainfall none to 3.20 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Soil moisture 
supplies 63% short, 37% adequate. Main farming 
activities: Defoliating cotton, applying herbi- 
cide to soybeans, irrigating soybeans, wheat 
seedbed preparation, harvesting cotton, milo, 
corn, rice, hay, planting wheat, fall forage 
planting, marketing calves, working cattle. 
Cotton harvest continued. Yields reported 
better than expected in southeast. Cotton gins 
running full time. As of 8th, cotton classing 
office reported 107,524 bales of Arkansas cotton 
had been classed. Soybean harvest gaining 
momentum. Early harvest yields mostly good. 
Some premature yellowing in southwest due to 
cool temperatures. Rice harvest nearing 
completion. Yields reported above average in 
southeast. Grain sorghum harvest winding down. 
Corn harvest nearing completion. Corn harvested 
97%, 97% 1991, 96% avg. Livestock good. Pastures 
mostly good. Pastures were supplying average 
forage for herds. Rainfall needed on fall 
pastures in northwest, central. Hay harvest 
continued. 


Temperatures 4° below 


CALIFORNIA: High pressure over northern, 
central areas kept weather fair, dry with above 
normal daytime temperatures across many areas 
through the period. 

Good progress field activities, 
Rice harvest proceeding 
defoliation nearing 
harvest full-swing. 


open weather. 
rapidly. Cotton 

completion most areas, 
Harvested fields shredded, 


plowed for pink bollworm control. 
hay, green chopped. 


Alfalfa cut 
Some new fields seeded. 
Planting sugarbeets. Grain corn, silage corn, 
dry beans, sugarbeets harvested. Field prepara- 
tion fall seeded small grains, forage crops 
gained momentum. Seeding increased some areas, 
most counties not started. Raisin harvest 
completed. Table, wine grape harvests winding 
down. Growers harvested almonds, walnuts, 
pistachios. Almond harvest virtually complete; 
growers fertilized, irrigated, shaped trees. 
Granny Smith, Fuji apples, pomegranates 
harvested, packed. Persimmon harvest active. 
Olive, Coachella Valley date harvests continued. 
Desert lemon, grapefruit picked. Grapefruit, 
avocados western half Riverside County harvested. 
Valencia orange harvest virtually complete. 
Valencia groves treated to control red scale. 
Navel orange harvest began Kern County. Cauli- 
flower, broccoli shipments active central coast. 
Winter crops central valleys progressed well. 
Planting spring crops active desert areas. 
Carrots movement normal central areas. Celery 
harvest active Salinas-Watsonville, Santa Maria. 
Central coast lettuce harvest progressed, good 
volume. Melon harvest tapered off, season neared 
completion. Sweet potato movement steady central 
valley. Pumpkin, winter squash harvests became 
active. Other vegetables harvested included: 
beans, cabbage, sweet corn, fresh market 
tomatoes, peppers, various oriental vegetables. 
Scattered showers did not appreciably improve 
range, pasture conditions, still poor to very 
poor. Supplemental feeding increased. Water 
supplies tight, need rain. Fall calving active, 
calves, cattle good. Moderate cattle movement to 
market. Sheep grazing stubble fields. 


COLORADO: A moist, cool system brought cold 
temperatures, precipitation to the eastern plains 
on 6th to 7th. Precipitation up to 1.39 in. near 
Kansas border. Freezing temperatures across the 
State on the 8th ended the growing season. 
Temperatures 3 to 5° below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. 
7% very short, 47% short, 45% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Alfalfa 4th cutting 33%, 38% 1991, 27% 
avg. Spring wheat, oats harvest nearly complete. 
Sorghum mature 41%, 69% 1991, 60% avg.; harvested 
14%, 26% 1991, 19% avg. Dry beans harvested 89%, 
84% 1991, 81% avg. Fall potatoes harvested 94%, 
80% 1991, 73% avg. Dry onions harvested 95%, 84% 
1991, 81% avg. Corn mature stage 74%, 79% 1991, 
82% avg.; silage harvested 93%, 90% 1991, 91% 
avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 19% fair, 65% good, 
10% excellent. Sugarbeets harvested 20%, 5% 
1991, 7% avg. Winter Wheat seeded 97%, 94% 1991, 
93% avg.; emerged 86%. Livestock mostly good. 
Pasture, range feed good. 


FLORIDA: Low 80s northwest, 


90s Peninsula. 
weekend, 


Soil moisture 


to upper 80s, low 
Unusually cool weather north late 
temperatures low 40s over Panhandle 
morning, October 12th. Lows; Peninsula mostly 
60s. Scattered showers, thunderstorms northern, 
central Peninsula, with local rainfall exceeding 
1.00 in. Little rain northwest, south. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate to 
throughout State. Cotton harvest 
momentum. Peanut harvest, haymaking 
Sugarcane planting active. Sugarcane growers 
making preparation to start harvest. Farmers 
making preparations for soybean harvest, planting 
of small grains. Citrus groves near excellent 


surplus 
gaining 
active. 
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condition, moisture adequate. Ponds at high 
levels, abundant new growth. Harvest for fresh 
use increasing on early oranges, all grapefruit, 
mandarins. Caretakers cutting cover crops. 
Remaining dead trees, burning trash, spot 
spraying when necessary. Cool, dry weather 
permitted very active normal _ fall field 
activities. Soil moisture adequate all areas. 
Planting, harvesting activities increasing. 
harvesting beans, sweet corn, cucumbers, 
eggplant, peppers, radishes, squash, tomatoes. 
State’s pastures fair to excellent. Pasture 
ratings, 40% fair, 50% good, 10% excellent. 
Moisture levels mostly adequate to surplus. 
State’s cattle herds mostly good. 


GEORGIA: Cool week. Temperatures 4 to 8° 
below normal north, 3 to 7° below south except 0 
to 2° below normal extreme southwest. Warmest 
readings low 70s mountains to low to mid 80s 
south. Coolest near freezing northeast moun- 
tains, low to mid 40s elsewhere. Rain 2 to 4 
days north Georgia, 1 to 3 days south, amounts 
generally light. Rain mostly 0.50 to 1.00 in. 
north, less than 0:50 in. south, 1.00 to 4.00 
in. east central. Greatest amount, .8.24 in. 
Millhaven. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Soil 
moisture 2% short, 43% adequate, 55% surplus. 
Corn harvest slowed, wet fields, cloudy weather. 
Cotton harvest very slow, more boll rot 
problems. Sorghum 1% poor, 15% fair, 84% good; 
60% harvested for grain, 74% 1991, 69% avg. 
Peanuts 1% poor, 32% fair, 67% good; 76% dug, 
90% 1991, 89% avg.; 58% threshed, 78% 1991, 77% 
avg.; weather conditions delaying harvest. 
Soybeans 70% dropping leaves, 88% 1991, 79% 
avg.; 3% harvested, 7% 1991, 9% avg. Wheat 3% 
emerged, 2% 1991, 3% avg.; wet weather delaying 
planting, seedbed preparation. Rye 33% planted, 
30% 1991, 33% avg. Other small grains 19% fair, 
77% good, 4% excellent; 18% planted, 15% 1991, 
18% avg. Vegetables 1% poor, 40% fair, 59% 
good; disease problems heavy ans cabbage 
northeast. Apples 29% fair, 71% good; 80% 
harvested, 80% 1991, 84% avg. Pecans 12% very 
poor, 30% poor, 50% fair, 8% good; 3% harvested, 
4% 1991, 4% ava. Hay 5% poor, 0% fair, 51% 
good, 4% excellent. Pasture 1% poor, 20% fair, 
712% good, 7% excellent; armyworms in pastures 
extreme southeast. Cattle, hogs good. Other 
activities included overseeding pastures, 
preparing seedbeds for small grain planting, 
harvesting hay, other routine farm work. 


HAWAII: Variable weather occurred throughout 
the State. Mostly warm, sunny except for heavy 
rains on 7th, llth. Daytime highs peaked in the 
low 90s while evening lows dipped to the high 
60s. Cooler weather benefited cooler seasonal 
crops. Insects, disease infestations heavier in 
dry, warm areas, lighter in cooler areas. Winds 
> to 20° mph. Ratntall 0.20 to 5.40 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Crops made 
fair to good progress with variable weather 
during the week. Soil moisture levels were 
adequate for most orchard crops. Banana 
production lower. Papaya output increase. 
Sweet corn production light to moderate. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 0 to 7° above normal 
throughout State. Precipitation fell across the 
State with the greatest amount falling in 
Aberdeen which received 0.63 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7. 
27% very short, 35% short, 
wheat emerged 48%, 41% 1991, 40% avg. Potato 
harvest 89%, 72% 1991, 76% avg. Potato good. 
Third cutting alfalfa 96%, 87% 1991, 95% avg. 
Sugarbeet harvested 34%, 33% 1991, 28% avg. Dry 
bean harvest 95%, 95% 1991, 96% avg. Onion 
harvest 99%, 82% 1991, 91% avg. Field corn for 
Silage 95%, 83% 1991, 89% avg.; for grain 23%, 


Soil moisture 
38% adequate. Winter 


17% 1991, 17% avg. Sweet corn for processing 99% 
harvested. Apple harvest 79%, 34% 1991, 56% avg. 
Irrigation water supplies 30% very poor, 25% 
poor, 22% fair, 23% good. Activities: 3rd, 4th 
cuttings of alfalfa, harvesting of sugarbeets, 
corn, onions, dry beans, potatoes. Pasture, range 
49% of normal. Livestock good. 


ILLINOIS: Low pressure, a couple of cold fronts 
brought showers, thunderstorms to north, central 
areas late in the week, weekend. High tempera- 
tures mid 60s in the north to around 70° in the 
south, lows averaged 40s statewide. Precipitation 
less than 0.10 to 0.60 in. across the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 
18% short, 80% adequate, 2% surplus. Sorghum 
turning color 99%, 100% 1991, 100% avg. Winter 
wheat emerged 5%, 15% 1991, 15% avg. Pasture 
condition 88% of normal. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 2 to 4° 
across the State. Highs mid to upper 60s to low 
70s. Lows in the low 40s. Precipitation coverage 
was almost complete, but light, with quarter of 
an inch common. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. 
short, 81% adequate, 5% surplus. 
short, 85% adequate, 2% surplus. 
92% last week, 52% 1991. 
100% 1991, 82% avg. 


below normal 


Topsoil 14% 
Subsoil 13% 
Pasture 90%, 
Soybeans mature 93%, 


IOWA: 
Extremes 


Temperatures 1 to 3 ° below normal. 
31°; 79°. Precipitation very heavy 
northwest; light central, east; totals 0.11 to 
6.90; average 1.00 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 67% 
adequate, 37% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 79% 
adequate, 19% surplus. Pasture 21% fair, 64% 
good, 15% excellent. Rain slowed harvest of corn, 
beans; corn lodging, ear droppage is mostly 
light. Livestock generally good; considerable 
movement of cattle from pasture to feedlot. 


KANSAS: Temperatures 1 to 4° below normal over 
State. Precipitation all districts. Over 1.00 
in. 6 Of 3 axrstraces, 

Days suitable for fieldwork 
moisture 29% short, 67% adequate, 4% surplus. 
Subsurface moisture 9% short, 91% adequate. 
Principle farmactivities are fall harvest, wheat 
planting. Row crops mostly good to excellent. 
Corn, sorghum progress still behind normal. Open 
weather allowed wheat seeding, fall harvest to 
make good progress. Northwestern areas experi- 
enced sub freezing temperatures 8th, possibly 
injurious to crops. Pastures for State are still 
good. Rangeland in dryer southwestern district 
Pare « Forage, stockwater adequate for State, 


with very few shortages. Little supplemental 
feeding. 


Pp ie Surface 


KENTUCRY: Cool, dry weather. Daytime highs near 
70° lows around 45°, 2° below normal. Rainfall 0.50 
in., 0.25 in. below mean. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. 
1% very short, 15% short, 84% adequate. Corn, 
soybeans excellent yields, harvest slowed by 
moisture content. Burley 10% stripped, 15% 1991, 
9% avg. Housed tobacco fair to good. Fall wheat 
23% seeded. Pastures good to excellent. 


Soil moisture 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 2.3 to 5.6° 
normal. Extremes 35°; 87°. Rainfall 0:02 in. 
north central to 0.76 in. central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. 
49% short, 51% adequate. 
91% 1991, 32% ava. 


below 


Soil moisture 
Hay 96% second cutting, 
Pecans 33% very poor, 52% 
poor, 15% fair; 1% harvested, 14% 1991, 4% avg. 
Rice 100% ripe, 98% 1991, 100% avg. Second crop 
harvesting continued, southwest. Soybeans 95% 
turning color, 58% 1991, 83% ava. Wheat 4% 
planted, 6% 1991, 5% avg.; 0% emerged, 2% 1991, 1% 
avg. Moisture needed to initiate germination. 
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Sugarcane 49% fair, 
planted, 93% 1991, 
1991, 4% avg. 
1991, 74% avg. 


49% good 2% excellent; 82% 
92% avg.; 4% harvested, 6% 
Sweetpotatoes 63% harvested, 72% 
Livestock 24% fair, 68% good, 8% 
excellent. Pastures 1% poor, 9% fair, 90% good. 
Moisture needed for rye grass germination. 
Vegetables 10% poor, 71% fair, 17% good 2% 
excellent. Crawfish pond flooding continued. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: 
Oo. FE- Ie Temperature Ea 
Extremes 26°; 79°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 6% 
short, 81% adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil 13% 
short, 81% adequate, 6% surplus. Corn good; 81% 
mature, 100% 1991, 95% avg. Grain harvested 21%, 
64% 1991, 59% avg.; silage harvested 69%, 97% 
1991, 93% avg. Soybeans mostly good; 75% 
turned, 93% 1991, 86% avg.; 51% shedding leaves, 
79% 1991, 64% avg. Sorghum good; 89% mature, 95% 
1991; 9% harvested, 31% 1991. Pastures, cattle, 
excellent. Alfalfa fourth cutting 80%, other hay 
fourth cutting 32%. Apples harvested 55%, 74% 
1991, 81% avg. Lima bean, sweetpotato harvests 
active; small grains seeding becoming active. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.40 in. Temperature 

, normal 59.8°. Extremes 33°; 76°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 80% 
adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil adequate. Soy- 
beans good; 81% turned, 79% 1991, 79% avg.; 59% 
shedding leaves, 55% 1991, 52% avg. Corn fair to 
good; grain drying slowly; grain harvested: 30%, 
81% 1991, 73% avg.; silage harvest nearly com- 
plete. Sorghum 70% mature; few acres harvested, 
49% 1991. Alfalfa fourth cutting 87%; other hay 
fourth cutting 38%, supplies mostly adequate. 
Apple picking 65% complete, 75% 1991, 70% avg. 
Lima bean harvest active. Pastures mostly 
excellent. 


MARYLAND: Precipitation 


, fietmai §9.<¢°. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 5° above to 1° below 
normal. Extremes 27°; 73°. Precipitation 0.16 
to 2.38 in. across the State. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 
moisture 5% short, 75% adequate, 
Hay 1% very poor, 9% poor, 
20% excellent. 
1991, 80% avg. 
1991, €5% 
Eair, 30% 
harvested, 
harvested, 


oe Soil 
20% surplus. 
30% fair, 40% good, 
Corn silage 50% harvested, 95% 
Dry beans 85% harvested, 95% 
avg.; 5% very poor, 15% poor, 35% 
good, 15% excellent. Potatoes 85% 
85% 1991, 80% avg. Sugarbeets 20% 
15% 1991, 15% avg. Pasture 80% of 
normal. Major activities: Cutting silage; 
harvesting field crops, fruits, vegetables; 
planting wheat, doing fall tillage. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 4° below normal to 2° 
above normal. Extremes 25°; 78°. Precipitation 
none to 3.17 in., 0.40 in. below normal to 2.73 
in. above normal. Greatest weekly total 4.00 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 3% 
very short, 16% short, 50% adequate, 31% 
surplus. Corn 75% mature, 98% 1991, 98% avg.; 5% 
picked/combined 45% 1991, 45% avg.; 79% silage 
cut, 96% 1991, 95% avg.; 31% moisture content 
21% 1991, 22% avg.; 3% stubble plowed, 15% 1991, 
17% avg. Soybeans 95% mature, 97% 1991, 99% 
avg.; 52% combined, 71% 1991, 82% avg.; 12% 
moisture content, 12% 1991, 12% avg.; 35% 
stubble plowed, 24% 1991, 35% avg. Sunflowers 
31% harvested, 68% 1991, 59% avg. Sugarbeets 62% 
harvested, 66% 1991, 63% avg. Potatoes 85% 
harvested, 86% 1991, 90% avg. Dry edible beans 
93% harvested, 99% 1991, 96% avg. Soybean 5% 
very poor, 11% poor, 57 fair, 26% good, 1% 
excellent. Corn 11% very poor, 8% poor, 43% 
fair, 37% good, 1% excellent. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 64°, 
normal. Extremes 33°; 89°. Most of 
received slightly below normal 
few isolated exceptions. 
0.27 below normal. Soil 


3.9° below 
the state 
rainfall with a 
Rainfall O.37 in.., 
temperatures 69°. 


Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2, 
avg. Soil 9% very short, 
quate. Corn harvested 79%, 85% 1991, 84% avg.; 
22% fair, 52% good, 26% excellent. Cotton open 
bolls 98%, 95% 1991, 97% avg.; 34% harvested, 55% 
1991, 56% avg.; 1% poor, 80% fair, 19% good. 
Peanuts harvested 91%, 90% 1991, 89% avg. Rice 
harvested 88%, 65% 1991, 84% avg.; 20% fair, 74% 
good, 6% excellent. Sorghum harvested 95%, 84% 
1991, 89% avg.; 10% fair, 90% good. Soybeans 
turning color 95%, 87% 1991, 88% avg.; shedding 
leaves 69%, 61% 1991, 69% avg.; 22% harvested, 
18% 1991, 23% avg.; 7% fair, 80% good, 13% 
excellent. Sweetpotatoes harvested 60%, 72% 
199i, 70% avg. 50% fair, 33% good, 17% 
excellent. Wheat planted 18%, 21% 1991, 20% 
avg.; 12% emerged, 10% 1991, 13% avg.; 59% fair, 
41% good. Pecans 10% harvested, 4% 1991, 3% avg.; 
52% very poor, 26% poor, 5% fair, 14% good, 3% 
excellent. Livestock 87% good, 13% excellent. 
Pasture 92% of normal. Activities: Planting 
wheat, harvesting crops. 


6.6 1991, 
39% short, 


52% ade- 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 2 to 3° below normal 
except slightly cooler southwest, southeast. 
Rainfall 0.41 in.; 0.06 in. or less east central, 
south central, southeastern districts to over 
1.00 in. northwestern, west central districts. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 17% 
short, 80% adequate, 3% short. Row crop 
harvesting only temporarily interrupted by 
showers mid week. Corn harvesting by area ranges 
LSS or less northern districts, 35% to. ‘3si% 
central districts, up to 96% southeast. Soybeans 
mature 77%, 65% 1991, 67% avg.; harvesting varies 
from 14% or less southwest, southeast, to over 
50% central, northwest, northeast. Sorghum 
harvesting ranges 12% or less north central, 
northeast to 87% southeast. Dry weather helping 
cotton bolls to open, but progress still week 
behind normal. Good progress with wheat seeding 
all areas. Pastures 6% poor, 41% fair, 48% good, 
5% excellent. 


MONTANA: Temperatures were below normal. 
Precipitation for the week was near normal with 
most areas receiving some precipitation. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. 
moisture 43% short, 53% adequate, 4% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture 55% short, 43% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Spring wheat 95% harvested, 100% 1991, 
100% avg. Corn for silage 96% harvested, 93% 
1991, 96% avg. Sugar beets 45% harvested, 36% 
1991, 48% avg. Potatoes 75% harvested, 71% 1991, 
79% avg. Pasture and range feed condition 79%, 
declining 1 point from last week. Movement of 
cattle and calves from summer ranges 48%, sheep 
and lambs 52%. 


Topsoil 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 4 to 8° below normal. 
Precipitation occurred midweek, varying from0.50 
in. west to over 3.00 in. east, central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 7% 
short, 61% adequate, 32% surplus. Subsoil 3% 
short, 90% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn 1% very 
poor, 7% poor, 12% fair, 53% good, 27% excellent; 
92% mature, 100% 1991, 99% avg.; 10% harvested, 
68% 1991, 45% avg. Soybean 1% very poor, 2% poor, 
4% fair, 54% good, 39% excellent; 100% dropping 
leaves, 100% 1991, 99% avg.; 61% harvested, 86% 
1991, 67% avg. Sorghum 3% poor, 12% fair, 55% 
good, 30% excellent; 72% mature, 100% 1991, 99% 
avg.; 7% harvested, 78% 1991, 54% avg. Winter 
wheat 12% fair, 73% good, 15% excellent; 99% 
sown, 100% 1991, 98% avg.; 92% emerged, 83% 1991, 
86% avg. Pasture, range 98% of normal. 


NEVADA: 
left 


Ridge of high pressure off west coast 
State under stable northwest flow pattern 
most of week. Generally clear skies throughout 
week. Temperatures began below normal, warmed to 
above normal. Midweek low temperatures plummeted 
into low teens in northeast. 
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Favorable weather aided pota 
grain seeding. 
in progress in 
generally good. Movement 
areas, market continues. 
started many areas. 
extremely dry. 


to al 
Late cuttings alfal 

some localities. Livestock 
to winter feeding 
Supplemental feeding 
Pastures, ranges remain 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation 0.53 to 1.75. in. 
may VE. Me, “Ris CT: 0.79 to 1.80 in.; Maine: 
0.28 to 0.98 in. Temperatures mid 40s to low 
S0s north, high 40s to mid 50s south; 1. to 5° 
below normal. Maximum temperatures mid 60s to 
mid 70s north, high 60s to mid 70s_ south. 
Minimum temperatures mid 20s to mid 30s north, 
mid 20s to high 30s south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6. 
22% short, 63% adequate, 15% surplus. Available 
grazing 18% short, 75% adequate, 7% surplus. 
Fieldwork progress 4 days behind schedule. Maine 
potatoes 97% harvested, 71% 1991, 84% avg.; 
good. Rhode Island potatoes 95% harvested, 91% 
1991, 97% avg.; good. Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut potatoes 93% harvested, 88% 1991, 82% avg.; 
good. Maine oats 88% harvested, 100% 1991, 96% 
avg.; good. Field corn 60% harvested, 78% 1991, 
66% avg.; good. Connecticut, Massachusetts 
sweet corn 100% harvested, 100% aoeee 100% avg.; 
good. Second cut hay 97% harvested, 100% 1991 
99% avg.; good. Third cut hay 16% harvested, 
85% 1991, 87% avg.; good. Apples 15% meg taste 
85% 1991, 81% avg.; color good, size medium 
good. Connecticut, Massachusetts peaches 100% 
harvested, size medium; good. Connecticut pears 
100% harvested, size medium; good. Massachu- 
setts cranberries 53% harvest; good, size med- 
ium. Major activities: Harvesting field corn, 
vegetables, sweet corn, tomatoes, potatoes 
apples, peaches, pears, cranberries, haying. 


Soil moisture 


NEW JERSEY: 
Extremes 26°; 78°. 
in. central, 0.64 reg 
total 1.25 in.. on 
moisture, in percent fi 
85% north, 78% central, 
soil temperatures 51° 
south. 

Soil moisture generally adequate. 
eggplant, beans, green st 
tomatoes, sweet corn, in light 
cabbage, endive, escarole, uhaaite 
peppers, squash, spinach, turnips, potatoes, 
moderate supply. Pumpkins, apples, lettuce al 
types, in good volume. Harvesting sweet 
potatoes, cranberries. Potato harvest nearing 
completion. Harvest of corn silage nearing 

ompletion. Harvesting corn fo grain, 
soybeans. Planting cover crops. Pasture good 
overall. 


mia Reg ures below 
neat. 1.28) in. 
south. 
Sth, Loch 


normal. 
noOren, 0. 77 
Heaviest 24 hour 

Estimated soil 
el ld capacity, averaged 
79% south. Four inch 
norte, S4° central, 55° 


Cucumbers, 
leeks, 
olume. 


NEW MEXICO: A cold front during mi 
brought the first freezing temperatures 
season to many locations. 


Temperat ures 1 
below normal. Extremes 13° ph Some 


week 
the 


a- 
of 
EO 2- 
light 
rain accompanied the cold front in the extreme 


northeast, the remainder of the State was dry. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil 
moisture 74% short, 26% adequate. -rop 
conditions: Alfalfa 
good, 6% excellent. 
excellen ‘tags Irrigat ed 
Dryland wheat 15% poor, 
wheat crop is 97% complete on pl 
harvest increasing with cr op good. 
poor, 28% fair, 67% good; harvest 
Apples mostly fair to good. c 
good, mostly good. Cattle, 
excellent. Range, pasture 86% 


NEW YORK: Temperatures 5° 
although readings second half 
normal. Widespread frost 


below normal, 
of week were above 
, freezing weather each 


night first half of week. Bxtremes 235°; 74”. 
Precipitation was near or above normal nearly all 
locations. Northern areas received up to 3.00 
in. Elsewhere 0.50 to 1.50 in. of rain fell. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 
adequate. Pasture condition 96% of normal. Hay, 
corn good condition. Corn for silage 42% 
harvested, 75% 1991, 60% avg. Corn for grain 
harvest not started yet. Crop is late maturing. 
Harvest normally underway by October 1. Third 
cutting alfalfa 82% finished, 93% 1991, 84% avg. 
till some oats being combined. Potato harvest 
remained active, crop almost 70% harvested. 
Winter wheat seeding progressing rapidly. Apple 
harvest in full swing. Weather conditions 
excellent for apple development. Some frost 
injury to grapes in Finger Lakes region. Winer- 
ies processing grapes. Quality of grapes good. 
Vegetable harvest rapidly drawing to a close. 
Pumpkin harvest continued. Some late maturing 
vegetable fields will be abandoned. Onion 
harvest active. Crop being moved into storage. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 5° below normal to 
near normal. The largest negative departures 
occurred in western areas. Precipitation 6.00 
in. at Lincolnton to 0.02 in. at Wheelsburg. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Soil moisture 
1% short, 66% adequate, 33% surplus. Crop 
condition: Pasture 14% fair, 73% good, 13% 
excellent. Corn 23% fair, 62% good, 15% excel- 
lent. Cotton 3% poor, 57% fair, 40% good. Peanuts 
46% fair, 54% good. Soybeans 1% poor, 32% fair, 
62% good, 5% eneelient; Sweetpotatoes 24% fair, 
76% good. Sorghum 44% fair, 51% good, 5% excel- 
lent. Cotton open bolls 88%, 98%. 1991, 96% avg. 
Soybeans leaf drop 44%, 56% 1991, 39% avg. Burley 
tobacco harvested 97%, 99% 1991, 98% avg. Corn 
for silage harvested 88%, 97% 1991, 95% avg.; for 
grain Harvested 72%, 83% 1991, 72% avg. Sorghum 
for grain harvested 53%, S7% I991 50% avg. 
Apples harvested 74%, 87% 1991, 81% avg. Winter 
wheat planted 14%, 18% 1991, 13% avg. Oats 
planted 25%, 35% 1991, 24% avg. Barley planted 
26%, 33% 991, 27% ave. Rye planted 19%, 35% 
1991, 27% avg. Hay, roughage supplies 2% short, 
89% adequate, 9% surplus. Major activities: 
Finishing up the tobacco harvest, harvesting corn 
for grain. Other activities: Harvesting fruits, 
vegetables; harvesting sorghum; digging sweet- 
potatoes; seeding small grains; digging peanuts; 
tobacco stripping; defoliating cotton; tending 
livestock; equipment repair; general maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Week was dry with near 
temperatures. Statewide temperatures 1° 
normal to average. Extremes 17° 
south central; 85° south central. 
none to 0.13 in. across State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 
moisture supplies below last year, above average. 
Topsoil 23% very short, 56% short, 21% adequate. 
Subsoil 23% very short, 47% short, 30% adequate. 
Small grain harvest nearly complete. Spring wheat 
99% combined, 100% 1991, 100% avg.; durum 98% 
combined, 100% 1991, 100% avg. Winter wheat 94% 
planted, 100% 1991, 98% avg.; rye 93%, 100% 1991, 
98% avg. Late season crop harvest made good 
progress, remain behind 1991, average. Corn for 
grain 17% harvested, 85% 1991, 49% avg. Corn for 
silage 94% cut, 99% 1991, S8% avg. Flax &7% 
combined, 99% 1991, 97% avg. Potatoes 87% dug, 
95% 1991, 97% avg. Soybeans 75% combined, 95% 
1991, 89% avg. Dry beans 76% combined, 99% 1991, 
97% avg. Sunflower 15% harvested, 61% 1991, 53% 
avg. Sugarbeets 70% lifted, 84% 1991, 74% avg. 
Range, pasture 60% of normal. Stockwater 10% very 
short, 45% short, 45% adequate. 


normal 
below 
west central, 
Precipitation 


OHIO: Good harvest weather prevailed for most 
of the week. Temperatures 2 to 3° below normal to 
4 to 5° below normal in the northwest. Highs 60s, 
reached the low 70s on the warmest days. Lows in 
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the upper 30s to low 40s, 1 
The lowest readings held in the 30s at most 
locations; Youngstown, Canfield dipped below 
freezing. Minimum temperature 28° at Canfield 
on the 8th. Precipitation was widespread, with 
readings from 0.30 to 0.70 in. common. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 10% 
short, 86% adequate, 4% surplus. Hay 5% poor, 
29% fair, 52% good, 14% excellent. Pasture 5% 
poor, 27% fair, 56% good, 12% excellent. 
Potatoes harvested 80%, 90% 1991, 80% avg. 
Processing tomatoes harvested 95%, 100% 1991, 
100% avg. Corn harvested for silage 75%, 100% 
1991, 81% avg. 


to 3° below normal. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 6° below normal south 
central to 4° below normal west central. 
Precipitation none west central, southwest, 
southeast to 0.50 in. northeast. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. 
short, 16% adequate. Subsoil 
adequate. Wheat 4% poor, 
74% planted, 80% 1991, 71% avg.; 39% emerged, 
43% 1991, 38% avg. Cotton 4% poor, 54% fair, 
42% good; 40% open bolls, 58% 1991, 65% avg.; 7% 
harvested, 2% 1991, 4% avg. Sorghum 5% fair, 
88% good, 7% excellent; 38% mature, 42% 1991, 
10% avg.; 15% harvested, 9% 1991, 13% avg. 
Soybeans 23% harvested, 20% 1991, 13% avg. 
Peanuts 28% harvested, 29% 1991, 13% avg. Corn 
90% harvested, 92% 1991, 90% avg. Pastures 
100%. Cattle good; marketings average, prices 
steady to $2 per cwt. lower than preceding week. 


Topsoil 84% 
14% short, 86% 
53% fair, 43% good; 


OREGON : Temperatures near normal, 
except Brookings, Newport, Medford. Precipita- 
tion fell mainly along coast, Columbia Basin 
with generally less than 0.10 in.; 0.10 in. Hep- 
pner, 0.09 in. Pendleton, 0.06 in. Enterprise. 

Soil moisture 87% short, 13% adequate. Winter 
wheat 57% planted, 24% emerged. Winter barley 
47% planted. Field preparation for fall seeding 
in cereal grains continues. Some reseeding due 
to crusting, Umatilla County. Sugarbeet harvest 
continues, Malheur County. Apple, hazelnut 
harvest continues; Willamette Valley. Hood 
River Valley apple harvest complete. Cranberry 
harvest continues, steady pace, good quality, 
size, color; southern coast. Pruning, training 
caneberries. Strawberry fields looking good 
after timely rains. Potato, onion harvest 
continues, statewide. Some sweet corn continues 
to be harvested, Willamette Valley. Carrot, 
cauliflower processing underway. Livestock 
good. Dryland pastures greening up, Willamette 
Valley. Most cattle off federal ranges, forests. 
Weanings, cow processing underway. Hay, protein 
supplements continue being fed. Range, pasture 
condition 55% of normal. 


statewide, 


PENNSYLVANIA: It was a little cooler, 
wetter than normal this past week. 
36°. Extremes 25°; 78°. 
0.13 in. above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Soil moisture 
7% short, 81% adequate, 12% surplus. Ensilage 
corn harvested 46% complete, 89% 1991. Soybean 
harvest 6% complete, 13% 1991; 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 21% fair, 49% good, 26% excellent. Potato 
harvest 80% complete, 85% 1991. Fall plowing 
67% complete, 71% 1991. Wheat planted 67% 
complete, 69% 1991. Barley planted 80% 
complete, 84% 1991. Third cutting alfalfa 81% 
complete, 91% 1991. Fourth cutting alfalfa 57% 
complete, 67% 1991. Quality of hay made 2% 
poor, 37% fair, 61% good. Feed from pastures 4% 
very poor, 8% poor, 47% fair; 41% good. Apple 
harvest 65% complete, 72% 1991. Grapes harvest 
70% complete, 86% 1991. Activities: Hauling 
manure; maintaining machinery; cutting, baling 
hay; making corn silage; fall plowing; seeding 
small grains; apple, potato harvesting; fixing 
fence; caring for livestock. 


a little 
Temperature 
Precipitation 0.89 in., 


PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall 1.25 in. 
in. below normal. Highest rainfall 4.59 in. at 
Maricao, 4.19 in. at Coamo, 3.44 in. at Yauco. 
Highest 24 hour total 2.20 in. at Trujillo Alto, 
Cayey on 9th, 7th. Divisional temperatures 80 to 
82° on the Coasts, 75 to 77° in the Interior with 
mean station temperatures 67.9° at Pico Del Este 
Luquillo to 84.6° at San Juan. Extremes 59°; 95°. 


was 0.58 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures across the State 
below normal. Rainfall 1.20 in. statewide. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Soil moisture 
7% short, 79% adequate, 14% surplus. Tobacco 89% 
stalks destroyed, 87% 1991, 79% avg. Corn fair to 
good; 94% harvested, 97% 1991, 91% avg. Cotton 
fair; 93% open bolis, 91% 1991, 92% avg.; 9% 
harvested, 28% 1991, 32% avg. Soybeans fair to 
good; 64% leaves turning, 68% 1991, 63% avg.; 20% 
shedding leaves, 29% 1991, 29% avg.; 9% mature, 
18% 1991, 18% avg.; 1% harvested, 1% 1991, 0% avg. 
Apples fair to good; 82% narvested, 92% 1991, 84% 
avg. Grapes fair to good. Fall hay fair to good; 
85% harvested, 82% 1991, 80% avg. Peanuts fair to 
good; 35% harvested, 70% 1991, 48% avg. Sorghum 
fair to good; 57% harvested, 62% 1991, 58% avg. 
Oats fair to good; 14% planted, 13% 1991, 15% 
avg.; 8% emerged, 4% 1991, 5% avg. Rye fair to 
good; 20% planted, 20% 1991, 20% avg, 9% emerged, 
7% 1991, 9% avg. Winter grazing fair to good; 49% 
planted, 48% 1991, 47% avg.; 37% emerged, 29% 
1991, 30% avg. Barley fair to good; 8% planted, 
9% 1991, 9% avg.; 6% emerged, 4% 1991, 4% avg. 
Wheat fair to good; 1% planted, 3% 1991, 4% avg. 
Heavy rainfall in some areas of the State. Field 
activities mostly stalled. Insect pressure in 
soybeans. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 5 to 10° 
normal. Extremes 7°; 87°. Maximum 3.75 in.; 0.88 
in. southeast, west central respectively. Little 
or no precipitation for the rest of the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil 16% 
very short, 39% short, 33% adequate, 12% surplus. 
Subsoil 14% very short, 26% short, 52% adequate, 
8% surplus. Sunflowers 1% poor, 18% fair, 66% 
good, 15% excellent. Winter wheat 1% poor, 33% 
fair, 55% good, 11% excellent. Winter rye 2% 
poor, 26% fair, 62% good, 10% excellent. Corn 
Silage harvest 79% complete, 93% 1991, 80% avg. 
Sorghum silage harvest 57% complete, 92% 1991, 
83% avg. Synflowers harvest 25% completed, 58% 
1991, 61% avg. Flax harvest 91% complete, 100% 
1991, 100% avg. Harvest was interrupted by the 
rains in the southeast. Soft and high moisture 
corn was reported. Frost caught some sorghum 
while it was still green causing farmers to cut it 
for hay or silage. Livestock 3% fair, 77% good, 
20% excellent. Pasture 83% of normal. 


below 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures 2 to 6° below normal. 
Light frosts on 7th to 8th, no damage occurred. 
Rainfall 0.05 to 0.25 in. below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Soil moisture, 
3% short, 92% adequate, 5% surplus. Corn 92% 
silage harvested, 98% 1991, 98% avg.; 62% grain 
harvested, 70% 1991, 70% avg. Cotton 94% open 
bolls, 95% 1991, 95% avg.; 17% harvested, 53% 
1991, 47% avg.; 23% fair, 77% good. Sorghum 70% 
harvested, 54% 1991, 73% avg. Soybears 61% 
dropping leaves, 62% 1991, 70% avg.; 29% mature, 
33% 1991, 43% avg.; 7% harvested, 8% 1991, 11% 
avg.; 12% fair, 80% good, 8% excellent. Wheat 19% 
seeded, 23% 1991, 22% avg. Burley Tobacco 13% 
stripped, 20% 1991, 16% avg. Cattle 6% fair, 85% 
good, 9% excellent. Pasture 9% fair, 72% good, 
19% excellent. Farm activities: Harvesting hay, 
corn, sorghum, cotton, soybeans; defoliating 
cotton; stripping tobacco; fall seedings. 


TEXAS: Midweek cold front 
air of the season. 
8th western 

South Plains, 


ushered in coldest 
Freezing temperatures on the 
sections of Panhandle, North and 

3 weeks earlier normal. Front 
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triggered thunderstorms 
amounts fairly light. 


Eastern third State, 
Warming followed later 
under clear skies. Temperatures below normal 
across State. Rainfall below normal all areas, 
amounts slim to none West. 

Crops: Corn harvest Plains well underway, 
harvest activity rest State ended. Extent 
freeze damage cotton fields Plains uncertain, 
cooler temperatures slowed development. Some 
spraying harvest aids High Plains. Blacklands 
harvest winding down. First crop rice harvest 
completed, second crop harvest well underway. 
Late second crop harvest may be reduced by 
cooler temperatures. Grain sorghum growth High 
Plains slowed cool weather, some fields har- 
vested. Freeze may have injured late maturing 
fields Plains. Harvest Low Plains continued, 
activity Cross Timbers well underway. Small 
grain planting virtual standstill most areas, 
except some wheat dry sown. All areas need 
moisture for planting to resume, emerged fields 
to progress. Dry planted fields wait for mois- 
ture for germination. Peanut harvest continued 
most areas. Some fields Low Plains suffered 
losses high winds scattering dug peanuts. Cross 
Timbers harvest slowed until rains replenish 
moisture necessary optimal harvest conditions. 
Statewide condition 82% normal, 86% 1991. 37% 
harvested, 28% 1991, 24% avg. Soybean harvest 
continued High Plains, East Texas. Blacklands, 
harvest nearing completion. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, 
irrigation continued due lack rainfall. Toma- 
toes, peppers progressing well. High Plains, 
pepper, pumpkin harvests almost complete. 
Cabbage, watermelon harvest continued. East 
Texas, winter greens needed rain development. 
Sweetpotato harvest continued. Insect, disease 
problems increased with cooler temperatures. 
Trans-Pecos, chile harvest continued. Onion, 
garlic planting began. South, Central Texas, 
harvest pecans well underway. Shuck split 
occurred East Texas, Trans-Pecos, 

Range and Livestock: Ranges, pastures 
continued decline with cool, dry weather. Rain- 
fall needed winter pastures, some areas may be 
late. Stock tank levels decreased dramatically. 
Livestock conditions good, supplemental feeding 
increased several areas. 








UTAH: Temperature maximums approximated 
normal, minimums were about 2° less than normal 
throughout the State. Very light precipitation 
in the northern half, none in the southern half. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Soil 
moisture 96% short, 4 % adequate. Winter wheat 
seeded 90%, 95% 1991, 90% avg.; emerged 57%, 50% 
1991. Field corn mature 99%, 78% 1991; harvested 
for in 96%, 87% 1991; harvested for silage 
13391, 28% vavg. Alfalfa 4th cutting 

1991, 75% avg. Potatoes harvested 94%, 

Onions harvested 95%, 89% 1991. Dry 

vest 94%. Apples 95% picked, 68% 1991, 

Cattle moved from summer range 85%, 

62% avg. Sheep moved from summer 

72% 1991, 69% avg. Pasture, range 


Temperatures near normal. Extremes 
Precipitation below normal in the 

west, near normal over the rest of the State. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 9% 
short, 75% adequate, 16% surplus. Pasture 4% 
poor, 17% fair, 62% good, 17% excellent. Corn 
Silage harvested 86%, 97% 1991, 91% avg.; 
harvested for grain 60%, 75% 1991, 63% avg. 
Soybean 52% fair, 41% good, 7% excellent; 
harvested 5%, 10% 1991, 5% avg. Apple harvest 
63%, 80% 1991, 71% avg. Sweetpotato harvest 80% 
completed. Peanuts 33% dug, 90% 1991, 58% avg. 
Peanuts combined 15%, 80% 1991, 46% avg. 
Peanuts 75% fair, 25% good. Oats seeded 48%, 
60% 1991, 52% avg. Barley seeded 33%, 40% 1991, 


36% avg. Winter wheat seeded 13%, 
avg. Livestock mostly good. Harvesting alfalfa 
hay, seeding pastures, hay fields. Preparing 
land for small grain seeding, defoliating cotton, 
marketing tobacco. Marketing livestock. 


18% 1991, 14% 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 4° below to 1° above 
normal west; 4° below to 1° above normal east. 
Rainfall none to 0.39 in. west; none to 0.18 in. 
east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Soil moisture 
69% short, 31% adequate. Hay, other roughage 17% 
short, 68% adequate, 15% surplus. Range, pasture 
18% very poor, 51% poor, 31% fair. Winter wheat 
planted 96%, 73% 1991, 80% avg.; emerged 68%, 62% 
1991, 61% avg. Potatoes 55% harvested, 60% 1991, 
67% avg. Corn silage 90% harvested, 75% 1991, 82% 
avg. Corn grain harvested 11%, 10% 1991, 17% avg. 
Dry beans harvested 79%, 87% 1991, 86% avg. Fall 
seeding winding down, except several western 
areas where planting still active. Russian wheat 
aphid infestations reported several counties. 
Potato harvest neared completion Kittitas county. 
Apple picking finishing this week many central 
orchards; except late varieties. Orchard cleanup 
underway. Cranberry harvest continued under 
ideal weather conditions. Color excellent; lack 
of water for harvest flooding reported. Sweet 
corn, processing carrots harvested. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 55°. 
80°. Precipitation 0.47 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. 
44% short, 56% adequate. 
Hay 25% fair, 75% good; 
good. Corn 73% good, 
35% harvested. 


Extremes 29°; 


Soil moisture, 
Tobacco 100% harvested. 
90% third cut. Apples 
27% excellent; 95% mature, 
Pastures 28% fair, 55% good, 17% 
excellent; 90% of normal. Cattle 9% fair, 79% 
good, 12% excellent. Sheep, 4% fair, 96% good. 
Soybeans good; 80% dropping leaves, harvested 
15%. Wheat sown 12%. Barley sown 70%. Farm 
activities: General maintenance; clipping 
pastures; chopping silage; harvesting hay, corn, 
tobacco, apples; sowing barley, wheat. 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 50°; 1° below normal. 
Extremes 26°; 74°. Precipitation: 0.20 to 2.10. 
Excellent weather early in the week allowed for 
good progress on harvest of corn silage, hay. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Soil moisture 
3% short, 77% adequate, 20% surplus. Pasture 75% 
of normal, 77% 1991, 74% avg. General condition 
of crops 4% poor, 40% fair, 54% good, 2% 
excellent. Corn 2% very poor, 10% poor, 34% fair, 
51% good, 3% excellent; 78% in dent stage or 
beyond; 40% mature, 92% 1991, 89% avg.; for grain 
3% harvested, 30% 1991, 26% avg.; silage 44% 
harvested, 83% 1991, 83% avg. Soybean 1% very 
poor, 4% poor, 35% fair, 56% good, 4% excellent; 
84% turned; 60% shedding leaves, 92% 1991, 97% 
avg.; 9% harvested, 40% 1991, 32% avg. Intended 
fall tillage 13% complete, 22% 1991, 21% avg. 


WYOMING: It was cool across the State last week 
with most areas receiving some precipitation. 
Temperatures normal to 5° below normal. Killing 
freezes occurred statewide. Precipitation was a 
little above normal in the southeast, and in 
scattered areas of the central, northern regions. 
The remainder of the State had below normal 
precipitation. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. 
short, 29% adequate. 
1991, TiS -aveG.:+ 
Corn 31% dented, 
61% 1991, 


Topsoil 71% 
Dry beans 10% windrowed, 7% 
90% combined, 93% 1991, 89% avg. 
14% 1991, 17% avg.; 57% mature, 
66% avg.; 12% harvested, 25% 1991, 17% 
avg. Corn silage 91% harvested, 100% 1991, 97% 
avg. Potatoes 95% harvested, 95% 1991, 85% avg. 
Sugarbeets harvested 36%, 36% 1991, 42% avg. 
1993 Winter wheat 88% emerged, 87% 1991, 82% avg. 
Livestock moved from summer ranges 65% cattle, 
calves; 72% sheep, lambs. Livestock fair to 
mostly good. Stockwater 46% short, 54% adequate. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


October 4 - 10, 1992 


FSU: In the west, light to moderate showers over 
northern areas benefit winter grains. Although 
dry weather over most of Ukraine helps summer crop 
harvests, moisture is limited in the south for 
winter grain establishment. In the New Lands, 
rain and snow in the east cause further delays in 
spring grain harvesting. 


EUROPE: Mostly dry weather helps fieldwork in the 
north, but rain slows corn harvesting in France, 
Italy, and Romania. 


SOUTH ASIA: Moderate showers help immature summer 
crops in central India. 


EASTERN ASIA: Weather is favorable for summer 
crop harvesting and winter crop planting. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers taper off over Thailand, 
but inundating rains hit central Vietnam. 


AUSTRALIA: Eastern 
relief from dryness, 
still needed. 


wheat areas receive some 
but additional moisture is 


SOUTH AMERICA: Drier weather aids summer crop 
planting and wheat harvesting across southern 
Brazil. In Argentina, rain favors summer crops 


and winter wheat. 


MEXICO: Tropical activity continues to delay corn 
harvesting. 


CANADA: Prairie 
late-week dryness. 


harvest progresses, aided by 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Light showers over coastal 
winter grain areas in Algeria and Tunisia increase 
pre-planting moisture. The autumn rainy season 
has not yet begun in Morocco. 
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FSU-WESTERN: A storm system moved gradually 
eastward across the region, producing variable 
amounts of precipitation and ushering in 
unseasonably cool weather. Greatest amounts of 
moisture (10-24 mm, with local amounts in excess 
of 30 mm) fell over the Baltic States, eastern 
Belarus, Central Region, Black Soils Region, Volga 
Valley, and Volga Vyatsk, benefiting winter 
grains. Although little, if any, precipitation 
(generally less than 10mm) over the Ukraine 
helped summer crop harvesting, soil moisture is 
limited for winter grain establishment. Average 
temperatures were generally 1-2 degrees Celsius 
(C) below normal over the region. In September, 
summer crop harvesting was well underway, while 
winter grain planting advanced southward. 
Intermittent showers produced widespread 
precipitation (50-100 mm) over the Baltic States, 
Belarus, western and northern Ukraine, Central 
Region, Black Soils Region, North Caucasus, and 
the lower Volga Valley. Although the rain in 
these areas caused some interruptions in corn 
harvesting, it provided much-needed topsoil ‘ 
moisture for winter grain establishment. In =e 
addition, near- to above-normal temperatures 
favored continued growth in winter’ grains. 
Further south, dry weather in southern Ukraine 
benefited corn harvesting. However, dryness in 
this area has persisted since July, diminishing 
soil moisture needed for winter grain 
establishment. 
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FSU - NEW LANDS: Mostly dry weather covered the 
southern Urals, central Kazakhstan, and western 
spring grain areas in western Siberia, allowing 
final harvest efforts to progress without delay. 
In contrast, intermittent rain and snow over 
eastern crop areas continued to slow harvesting. 
In September, unseasonably warm, dry weather in 
the Urals and the western half of Kazakhstan 
helped harvest. In contrast, persistent cold, wet 
weather in parts of western Siberia and adjacent 
areas in eastern Kazakhstan caused significant 
harvest delays. In south-central cotton-growing 


‘areas of the former Soviet Union, unseasonably 


cool weather (weekly averaged temperatures 2-4 
degrees C below normal) was accompanied by light, 
scattered rain, slowing boll maturation and 
harvest. In September, light precipitation 
(around 10 mm) and near-normal temperatures 
covered most cotton-growing areas. 
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EUROPE: Dry weather in the United Kingdom 
improved field conditions for harvesting of grain 
and sugar beets. Mostly light showers (1-10 mm) 
caused few fieldwork delays in extreme northern 
France, the Benelux countries, Czechoslovakia, and 
most of Poland. More gh oe ma rain (10-30 mm) 
fell in central France, Germany, and east-central 
Europe, causing some corn and las beet harvest 
delays. Locally heavy rain (50-100 mm or more) 
soaked south-central France, the Pyrenees region, 
northern Italy, and the Adriatic coast. 
Persistent rainfall in recent weeks throughout 
this area as caused extensive flooding. 
Beneficial showers (5-25 mm) fell over most of 
Spain and southern Italy. Below-normal September 
rainfall across northern Europe favored 
harvesting, but topsoil moisture was low for 
winter grain planting in eastern Germany, western EUROPE 
Poland, and in southeastern Europe. Above-normal ‘ TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
monthly rainfall in Great Britain, southern (Sam = 1 WcH) 
France, and scattered areas of northern Italy was Oct 4-18, 1992 alt 
a prelude to excessive wetness in early October. AoA INT RICAN. EATER FACILITY 
makY REPORTS 
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SOUTH ASIA: Moderate showers (10-35 mm) pushed 
into summer crop regions of central India, 
boosting moisture for late-planted oilseeds, 
grains, and cotton. The rains were the result of 
a cyclone that hit India’s southeastern coast and 
rolled across the southern interior, bringing 
moderate to heavy showers (25-50 mm, with isolated 
totals exceeding 100 mm) to vegetative to 
reproductive fall crops. Although the moisture 
was generally beneficial, local flooding was 
likely in coastal rice areas and fall grain and 
oilseed areas of southern Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. Scattered, light showers (1-23 mm) 
lingered over the northwest, but seasonably drier 
weather spread eastward from Uttar Pradesh through 
Bangladesh. During September, the monsoon was 
active early in the month, helping late-planted 
summer crops but causing locally severe flooding, 
especially in Pakistan’s northern cotton and rice 
areas. By month’s end, the monsoon had withdrawn 
from northwestern and central crop areas, leaving 
shower activity concentrated over southern and 
eastern India and Bangladesh, improving irrigation 
for dry season crops. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Mostly dry weather (rainfa 
amounts less than 10mm) aided summer crop 
across Manchuria as well as the North 
in, where dryness also favored winter 
wheat planting. Light to moderate rain (12-40 mm) 
covered the Yangtze Basin westward into Sichuan, 
favoring soil moisture for winter crops. 
Scattered light rain (less than 10 mm) fell across 
southern China, favoring rice maturation and 
harvesting. Weekly temperatures averaged 2-5 
degrees C below normal across most of China. 
During September, rainfall averaged near- to 
above-normal across Manchuria, causing some summer 
crop harvesting delays. South-central China 
received below-normal rainfall (Guizhou, Hunan, 
and Jiangxi received less than 50 percent of 
normal rainfall), aiding rice harvesting. 
However, reservoir levels are low for late rice 
and winter crops due to persistent dryness. The 
rest of the country received near to slightly 

below-normal rainf 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers continued to taper off 
over Thailand’s primary rainfed grain areas with 
only a few isolated reports exceeding 50 mm north 
of Bangkok. However, inundating rains (100-200 mm 
or more) fell over Peninsular Thailand and 
Vietnam, where a tropical system south of Hanoi 
produced rainfall in excess of 500 mm. 
Indochina’s September rainfall was above normal in 
northern Vietnam and along the Chao Phraya River, 
boosting irrigation for dry season crops but 
causing some flooding. September rainfall was 
near to below normal elsewhere in Indochina, 
including the Mekong River Valley, which 
experienced flooding in August. To the south, 
SOUTHEAST ASIA moderate to heavy showers (35-200 mm or more) 
ween. SenenaNE cone continued over Malaysia and much of Indonesia, 

(Bageiaoy | reflecting September’s near- to above-normal 
- totals. The recent, earlier-than-usual heavy 
showers have improved irrigation reserves for 
Java’s rice, although some flooding has resulted. 
In the Philippines, moderate to heavy showers 
(25-50 mm or more) from southern Luzon southward 
improved prospects for fall grains. Rain has been 
picking up in these areas since mid-September. 
Increased typhoon activity in September caused 
flooding in western Luzon. 
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AUSTRALIA: Northern New South Wales received 
beneficial rain (10-15 mm) for vegetative to 
flowering winter wheat, but additional rainfall is 
needed. Dryness continued across’ southern 
Queensland, where limited moisture is stressing 
vegetative to reproductive wheat. Wheat yield 
prospects will continue to decline in both of 
these areas until significant rain stabilizes 
prospects. September rainfall ranged from 35 to 
70 percent of normal in these areas. Last week, 
widespread light to moderate rain (14-33 mm) 
covered the wheat areas of South Australia, 
Victoria, and central and southern New South 
Wales, continuing to benefit winter grains. 
Scattered light rain (2-16 mm) fell across the 
western wheat areas. Weekly temperatures averaged 
2-5 degrees C below normal across the major wheat 
areas. Wheat yield prospects are favorable in the 
west, south, and southeast. During September, 
these areas received above- to much above-normal 
rainfall, aiding soil moisture for winter wheat 
growth. 
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SOUTH AMERICA: In southern Brazil, drier weather 
(rainfall amounts of 4-19 mm) aided soybean and 
corn planting and winter wheat harvesting across 
Rio Grande do Sul and Parana. Moderate to heavy 
rain (39-129 mm) fell across Minas Gerais, 
benefiting soil moisture for soybeans and coffee. 
September rainfall averaged above to much above 
normal across most of southern Brazil, favoring 
soil moisture for summer crops but delaying winter 
wheat harvesting. In Argentina, light to moderate 
rain (6-40 mm) fell across Entre Rios, Buenos 
Aires, southern Santa Fe, and Cordoba, increasing 
topsoil moisture for summer crop planting and 
favoring vegetative to reproductive winter wheat. 
While cooler temperatures prevailed across the 
western crop areas, additional rainfall would be 
beneficial. Weekly temperatures averaged near to 
slightly below normal across central Argentina and 
southern Brazil. During September, rainfall 
averaged below normal across most crop areas of 
Argentina, aiding early field preparation. 
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MEXICO: Hurricane Winifred hit the 
coast of Mexico (near Manzanillo), with sustained 
winds of 78-87 knots (90-100 mph). The storm 
produced widespread heavy rain (54-117 mm) along 
the western corn belt, delaying corn harvesting. 
Moderate rain (20-80 mm) fell elsewhere in the 
Southern Plateau corn belt, causing some corn 
harvesting delays. While the persistent rains 
delayed corn harvesting, no major impacts are 
expected to corn yield prospects. The Yucatan 
peninsula continued to receive widespread moderate 
to heavy rain (31-97 mm) favoring reproductive to 
filling corn. Weekly temperatures averaged near 
normal across the corn belt. During September, 
rainfall averaged near to above normal across the 
corn belt, except for the central sections, which 
received slightly below- to near-normal rainfall. 
The northwest wheat and northeast summer grains 
region reported near- to above-normal rainfall. 
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CANADA: Early-week light to moderate showers 
(2-21 mm) slowed oilseed and grain harvests across 
northern Prairie crop regions. However, late-week 
drier weather favored drydown and fieldwork. 
Harvests progressed the past few weeks but are 
still incomplete, lagging behind normal due to 
this season’s chronic coolness. Further east, 
rainfall was light (1-14 mm) over Ontario’s corn 
belt, favoring maturation. Freezing and 
near-freezing temperatures (lows -1 to 1 degrees 
C) were reported over nearly all areas, possibly 
causing light damage to immature corn. During 
September, showers lingered in the northeastern 
Prairies and sections of southern Alberta, 
worsening grain and oilseed quality. Manitoba 
received its first hard freeze early in the month, 
ending the growing season for grains and oilseeds 
well behind in development. Temperatures averaged 
below normal for the month across the Prairies, as 
well as Ontario, where crops have been behind 
schedule all season. However, Ontario’s corn 
received no killing freeze. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

in Ely, NV, and 10°F in Elko, NV, were daily 
record lows. Farther east, Concordia, KS, 
received its earliest measurable snow on record 
(2.1 inches), snapping the record previously set 
during the October 9, 1970, 4.6-inch snowstorm. 
By Thursday morning, sub-freezing temperatures 
accompanied gusty northerly winds as far south as 
the Texas Panhandle. Dalhart, TX, reported 27°F, 
and Lubbock, TX, reached 32°F. Meanwhile, rainy, 
cool weather delayed harvest activities in the 
western Corn Belt. Late in the week, heavy rain 
returned to the Southeast. Rainfall topped 9 
inches in parts of southern South Carolina, 
causing flooding. At week’s end, rainshowers 
lingered in the Eastern States, while dry, 
seasonably cool weather covered the rest of the 
Nation. 
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Record High Corn and Soybean Yields 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s October forecast calls for U.S. corn production to achieve a record high 8.94 billion 
bushels, up 2 percent from September and 20 percent above the 1991 crop. The U.S. average yield per acre is fore- 
cast at a record high 123.8 bushels, up 2.4 bushels from last month and 15.2 bushels above the 1991 average yield. 
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Soybean production is forecast at 2.11 billion bushels, up 1 percent from the September 1 forecast and up 6 percent 
from 1991. The average yield is estimated at a record high 36.3 bushels per acre, 0.4 bushels above the September 


1 yield and 2.1 bushels above 1991. 


All wheat production was estimated at 2.46 billion bushels, up 2 percent from September 1 and 24 percent higher than 
1991. The U.S. yield estimate of 39.4 bushels per acre equaled the second highest average on record and was up 1.2 


bushels from September. 


All cotton production for 1992 is forecast at 15.9 million bales, down slightly from September and down 10 percent from 


last year. 
prolonged cool, wet weather. 
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While warmer weather improved prospects in Texas, the Delta’s crop development was hampered by 
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